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Science:
The students will begin exploring lights and 
shadows with the use of flashlights and mirrors.  
As young scientists, they will explore light 
reflections and the manner in which light travels. 
Social Studies:
Students have begun delving into the study of 
maps and globes. They will continue to deepen 
their understanding by learning about various 
types of maps, map keys, the compass rose, and 
the four main cardinal directions. At the 
conclusion of the unit, students will be creating a 
map of their own that will include all the 
elements they have learned about. 
Health:
In celebration of Earth Day, students will learn 
about how they can do their share to take care 
of our environment. We will discuss ways to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle to conserve our 
natural resources, landfill space, and energy. 

Word Work:
After wrapping up our study of “bossy r” 
words (ar, or, ir, er, and ur), we will 
begin learning about vowel teams. A 
vowel team is a combination of two 
vowels which together produce one 
sound, usually a long vowel sound. 
Please be sure to reference the word 
study sheet for vowel team 
combinations and helpful phonics tips.
Sight Words: 
With the arrival of spring and warmer 
weather, it is time to bring the sight 
word practice outside. Engage your 
child in a game of sight word 
hopscotch or practice writing sight 
words using sidewalk chalk. There are 
endless opportunities for fun and 
practice. See the attachment for some 
fresh, new  ideas.
Reading Workshop:
Our young readers will continue to 
explore the complexity of characters 
by digging deeper. They will study the 
characters’ personality traits and how 
their feelings change throughout the 
beginning, middle, and end of the 
story. As the unit unfolds, students will 
learn to uncover the lessons 
embedded within stories. Authors of 
fiction books write stories for various 
purposes. Some teach a lesson or 
moral, while others simply entertain 
readers. Try out the suggested reading 
activities at home to facilitate a 
discussion about characters and 
theme.
Writing Workshop:
In writing, students will begin exploring a 
unit on poetry.  They will become 
familiar with the elements of poetry, 
and a poet’s purpose for writing a 
poem.  They will also begin to identify 
the rhythm and rhyme found within a 
poem and be able to visualize, infer, 
and and make connections when 
reading poetry. All of this will be 
achieved through  reading a selection 
of poems.  The students will become 
the authors of their own poems, as well.  
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Math: 
This month the students will continue to carry out their 
fact fluency skills to assist with adding and subtracting 
of two-digit numbers. The students will also gear up to 
learn about time and measurement. First, they will 
explore measuring the length of objects using 
nonstandard units. This means that instead of a ruler, 
students will line up objects such as paper clips, 
crayons, and pencils to measure. As the unit progresses, 
students will explore how time is measured and learn to 
tell time to the hour and half hour.  A fun way to 
reinforce these math concepts at home is by reading 
books! 
Check out these titles at the Lake Hiawatha library. 
~How Big is a Foot By Rolf Myller
~The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle 


